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Introduction
An integral part of the wound healing process is the role that is played 
by the skin surrounding the wound. This skin provides a structural 
stability that allows a wound to heal, but also provides cellular 
(eg. keratinocytes) and biochemical (pro-inflammatory mediators) 
constituents essential for re-building its structural components1. 
Recent studies have demonstrated the importance of peri-wound skin 
in promoting healing (in patients with VLU) or importantly in that 
peri-wound skin subject to various insults will delay healing2. 

Conclusion
It is essential that the skin is recognised as a vital 
part of healing a wound by healthcare workers 
treating a wound. 

Peri-wound skin stabilisation should be 
highlighted as a necessity not an afterthought.
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